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Least of all visible things‘‘It is the great prerogative of Mankind above other Creatures,
that we are not only able to behold the works of Nature, or
barely to sustein our lives by them, but we have also the power
of considering, comparing, altering, assisting, and improving
them to various uses’’. That is how Robert Hooke starts the
preface to his magniﬁcent book Micrographia (London,
1665). He then tells us how the invention of optical glasses pro-
vided us with prodigious beneﬁts to all sorts of useful knowl-
edge and left ‘‘nothing so small, as to escape our inquiry’’. He
did certainly not know about Proteins and Peptides, the topic
of this Special Issue, but would surely have been deeply im-
pressed by our present understanding of the organisation
and working of these least of all visible things since he wrote:
‘‘It seems not improbable, but that by these helps the subtilty of
the composition of Bodies, the structure of their parts, the vari-
ous texture of their matter, the instruments and manner of their
inward motions, and all the other possible appearances of things,0014-5793/$30.00  2005 Federation of European Biochemical Societies. Pu
doi:10.1016/j.febslet.2005.04.036may come to be more fully discovered. . .’’. A perfect enuncia-
tion of an ars poetica for structural–functional biology, isnt
it. Now that we discovered much about the subtlety and
inward motions of proteins, learned – by comparing them –
about their changes during evolution, and learned to improve
them for various uses we surely have things that would aston-
ish Hooke. And hopefully this selection of minireviews will
also have something to oﬀer for all the participants of the
FEBS-IUBMB Congress in Budapest and other future readers
at whose feet ‘‘I do here most humbly lay this small Present.’’
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